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certain lines indicated by him, would not be deemed hostile 
to its intent or compel him to act disapprovingly. 

On February 9 petitioners representing organizations 
claiming 50,000,000 adherents appeared in Washington and 
formally laid before the President (through his secretary) 
and before the leaders of the two main factions in the Sen- 
ate a new appeal for quick action on the treaty along lines 
of compromise on reservation's in dispute, which compro- 
mise, they said, had been made easier by the President's 
latest letter to Senator Hitchcock. 



THE PAN-AMERICAN FINANCIAL 
CONGRESS 

The second Pan-American Financial Congress, which met 
in Washington January 19-24, and to which we made formal 
reference in the January issue, just before it adjourned, 
issued a series of recommendations to the lawmaking bodies 
of the several nations represented. Bolivia, Brazil, and 
Venezuela withheld assent to certain of the suggestions. 
The Congress's recommendations were as follows: 

That the name of the International High Commission be 
changed to "The Inter-American High Commission," the 
better to indicate its constituency and sphere of work. 

That the report of the transportation committee, recom- 
mending increased freight and passenger ocean service to 
South America, be transmitted to the United States Ship- 
ping Board for consideration and action. 

That the recommendations dealing with railroad trans- 
portation, postal and telegraph facilities be sent to the Inter- 
American High Commission for action. 

That the legislation of certain States of this country be 
so modified as to permit operation of branches of Latin- 
American banks within their jurisdiction under proper regu- 
lation, so as to secure equality of treatment. 

That the Inter-American High Commission study possi- 
bility of securing uniformity and equality of treatment in 
laws regulating foreign corporations in Latin America. 

That there be developed increased use of acceptances for 
the purpose of financial transactions involving import and 
export of goods. The hope is expressed that the United 
States will offer a widening market for long-time Latin- 
American securities. 

That the Inter-American High Commission be asked to 
further establishment of an international gold fund, which 
plan already has been adopted by several South American 
republics. 

That the Inter-American High Commission bring to the 
notice of the American governments the desirability of 
adopting a uniform law on the subject of checks. 

That the Inter-American High Commission be asked to 
study the best method of avoiding simultaneous double taxa- 
tion of individuals and corporations in Latin-American 
countries. 

That the American countries which have not done so 
ratify the convention adopted by the International American 
Congress at Buenos Aires in 1910 for establishment of an 
international bureau at Havana for Registration of trade- 
marks. 

That American countries which have not done so ratify 
the convention adopted at Buenos Aires in 1910 concerning 
patents and copyrights. 

That the Webb law be amended to permit American com- 
panies importing or dealing in raw materials produced 
abroad to form, under proper government regulations, or- 
ganizations enabling such companies to compete on terms of 
equality with companies of other countries associated for 
the conduct of such business. 

That the commercial attache 1 system be extended, with 
appropriate training for all branches of the foreign service, 
as a means of developing commercial relations. 

That a simultaneous census be taken by all American 



countries at least every 10 years, observing uniformity of 
statistics. 

That the metric system of weights and measures be uni- 
versally employed, and until such time as that is done arti- 
cles marked by the standards used in the United States also 
be marked according to the metric system. 

That the plan of arbitration of commercial disputes in 
effect between the Boise de Commercio of Buenos Aires and 
the Chamber of Commerce of the United States be adopted 
by all the American countries. 

That the Inter-American High Commission be asked to 
study the creation of an inter-American tribunal for the 
adjustment of questions of a commercial or financial nature 
involving two or more American countries and the determi- 
nation of such questions by law and equity. 

That the importation of raw materials into any country 
shall not be prevented by prohibitive duties. 

That the banking interests of the United States study the 
possibility of financial relief to Europe by repaying Latin- 
American obligations held in Europe by means of new loans 
granted in the United States to the respective Latin-Amer- 
ican countries. 



RUSSIA AND THE POWERS 
Blockade Partially Lifted— United States 
Withdraws Troops 

On January 16th the Supreme Council, in Paris, issued the 
following official communique: 

"With the view to remedy the unhappy situation of the 
people of the interior of Russia now deprived of all manu- 
factured products, the Supreme Council, after taking note 
of a commission appointed to consider the reopening of cer- 
tain trading relations with the Russian people, has decided 
that it would permit the exchange of goods on the basis of 
reciprocity between the Russian people and allied and neu- 
tral countries. 

"For this purpose it has decided to give facilities to Rus- 
sian co-operative organizations which are in direct touch 
with the people of Russia, so that they may arrange for the 
importation of clothing, medicine, agricultural machinery, 
and other necessaries of which the Russian people are in 
sore need, to exchange for grain, flax, etc., of which the 
Russian people have surplus supplies. 

"These arrangements imply no change in the policy of the 
allied governments toward the Soviet Government." 

THE UNITED STATES TO LEAVE SIBERIA 

Supplementing previous correspondence, covering a period 
of many months, and indicating on both sides considerable 
uncertainty as to what the attitude of Japan and of the 
United States should be, either acting singly or jointly in 
eastern Siberia, the United States announced, January 16, 
that a communication had been sent to Japan in response 
to one laid before the Washington Government, December 8, 
by Japan's Ambassador. Comparison of views finally led up 
to a decision to withdraw the American troops from eastern 
Siberia, where relations between the Japanese and the Amer- 
ican authorities, including the railway commission, have 
been at times quite strained. The letter added : 

"It will be recalled that the purpose of the expedition, as 
originally conceived by the United States, and expressed in 
an aide memoire, handed to the Japanese Ambassador at 
Washington, July 17, 1918, were, first, to help the Czecho- 
slovak troops, which had, during their retirement along the 
Siberian Railway, been attacked by the Bolsheviki and 
enemy prisoners of war in Siberia, to consolidate their forces 
and effect their repatriation by way of Vladivostok; and, 
second, to steady any effort at self-government or self-de- 
fense in which the Russians themselves might be willing to 
accept assistance. 
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EVACUATES IN FEBRUARY 

"Not only are the Czecho-Slovak troops now successfully 
advancing in eastern Siberia, but an agreement has been 
effected between the governments of Great Britain and the 
United States providing for their repatriation from Vladi- 
vostok. American vessels will begin to arrive at that port 
by February 1, and a contingent of more than 10,000 Czecho- 
slovak troops can be immediately embarked. It is expected 
that evacuation will proceed rapidly thereafter, and from 
that date the first purpose for which American soldiers were 
sent to Siberia may be regarded as accomplished. 

COMPLICATIONS FEARED 

"With respect to the second purpose, namely, the steady- 
ing of efforts at self-government or self-defense on the -part 
of the Russians, the Government of the United States is im- 
pressed with the political instability and grave uncertain- 
ties of the present situation in eastern Siberia, as described 
in the aide memoire presented by the Japanese Ambassador 
December 8, and is disposed to the view that further mili- 
tary effort to assist the Russians in the struggle toward self- 
government may, in the present situation, lead to complica- 
tions which would have exactly the opposite effect, prolong- 
ing possibly the period of readjustment and involving Japan 
and the United States in ineffective and needless sacrifices. 
It is felt accordingly to be unlikely that the second purpose 
for which American troops were sent to Siberia will be 
longer served by their presence here. 

"In view, then, of the fact that the main purpose for which 
American troops were sent to Siberia is now at an end and 
of the considerations set forth in the communication of the 
Japanese Government of December 8, which subsequent 
events in eastern Siberia have strengthened, the Government 
of the United States has decided to begin at once arrange- 
ments for the concentration of the American forces at Vladi- 
vostok, with a view to their embarkation and departure im- 
mediately after the leaving of the first important contingent 
of Czecho-Slovak troops — that is to say, about February 1. 

RAILWAY EXPERTS TO WITHDRAW 

"Careful consideration has also been given to the possi- 
bility of continuing after the departure of the American 
troops the assistance of American railway experts in the 
operation of the Transsiberian and Chinese Eastern rail- 
ways. It will be recalled that it is expressly stipulated in 
the plan for the supervision of these railways, which was 
submitted by the Japanese Ambassador at Washington 
January 15, 1919, that the arrangement should cease upon 
the withdrawal of the foreign military forces from Siberia, 
and that all foreign railway experts appointed under the 
arrangement should then be recalled forthwith. The ex- 
perience of recent months in the operation of the railways 
under conditions of unstable civil authority and frequent 
local military interference furnishes a strong reason for 
abiding by the terms of the original agreement. 

"Arrangements will be made accordingly for the with- 
drawal of the American railway experts under the same 
conditions and simultaneously with the departure of the 
American military forces. 

NOT AN END OF CO-OPERATION 

"The Government of the United States desires the Japan- 
ese Government to know that it regrets the necessity for 
this decision, because it seems to mark the end, for the time 
being at least, of co-operative effort by Japan and the United 
States to assist the Russian people, which had of late begun 
to bear important results and seemed to give promise for 
the future. The Government of the United States is most 
appreciative of the friendly spirit which has animated the 
Government of Japan in this undertaking, and is convinced 
that the basis of understanding which has been established 
will serve in the future to facilitate the common efforts of 
the two countries to deal with the problems which confront 
them in Siberia. The Government of the United States does 
not in the least relinquish the deep interest which it feels in 



the political and economic fate of the people of Siberia nor 
its purpose to co-operate with Japan in the most frank and 
friendly way in all practical plans which may be worked out 
for the political and economic rehabilitation of that region." 



LETTER BOX 

Lynn Haven, Florida. 
The American Peace Society. 

Deab Fbiends: Kindly accept my many thanks for the 
privilege of ordering our good Peace Advocate under old 
rates. Find inclosed post-office order of one dollar for the 
ensuing year, which send to the following address and greatly 
oblige a wonderfully pleased reader. 

Sincerely, Elmina Titus. 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

The future op Protestantism in central Europe is 
giving much concern to ecclesiastical statesmen bred in 
the schools of Luther, Calvin, and Arminhis, but espe- 
cially to the followers of Luther. We alluded in our 
November, 1919, issue to the burdens that the war had 
laid upon American Lutheranism in taking up some of 
the religious and humanitarian enterprises that German 
Lutheran churches had carried on in possessions now 
non-German under the terms of the Peace Treaty. It 
is now announced that American-German Lutherans are 
planning to stand sponsor for an Ecumenical Lutheran 
Council to be held in the United States this year. Eep- 
resentatives of American and German churches with 
75,000,000 adherents will then listen to the report on 
conditions in central Europe to be made by commis- 
sioners from the United States who have spent six 
months finding out what the precise facts are which the 
Lutheran clergy and laity face. 

President Morehead, of Eoanoke College, who has 
served on this commission, and who is soon to return 
to Europe to administer such immediate relief as can 
be given, is quoted as saying that "the Lutheran Church 
in America must guide the Lutheran Church in Ger- 
many, if it is to meet its present problems and remain a 
power in the world. If we fail, there is a danger that 
Protestantism there will pass." One of these problems 
is the change of a great organization from that of a sub- 
sidized and tax-supported State church to tha,t of a 
voluntary-support basis, which is no easy problem, with 
economic conditions and social propaganda conditions 
as they now are. Apropos the issue of union of state and 
church, it is suggestive to find that in Scotland, the 
land of Knox, where Calvin "stamped his iron heel" so 
deeply, to quote Oliver Wendell Holmes, the United 
Free Church and the Church of Scotland, the state- 
recognized church, have decided to unite, the issues that 
hitherto divided them having come to be so insignificant 
compared with the problems now facing the church as 
a whole in a very secular world. In Czecho-Slavia, as we 
pointed out (December, 1919), the government has 
sharply defined this issue by affirming repeatedly, both 
in its organic law and in its executive's utterances, the 
separation of church and State ; and already a split has 
come in the ranks of the Eoman Catholic Church in 
consequence of the liberal governmental attitude. 



